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Some History Connected With

a sufficient amount of capital to enter
into contracts to protect groves for a term
of years for a percentage of the crop.

PROTECTION HIS THEME.

Meantime, Mr. McFarland lost no op-

I
i

of the company, was to give security by
signing a mortgage.

saddle upon an infant industry an interest
portunity of advertising the fact that he  charge practically amounting to thirty-
had a plan for the protection of citrus  seven-and-one-half per cent. was too ap-
fruits. Protection was the burden of his | parent, and Mr. McFarland sadly, bat

gong, and although miny scotfed at the | firmly, refused to entertain such a propo-
and | sition. It was not the first rebuff he had

PROCURED A PLANT OX HIs *‘ XERVE.”

The absurdity of the proposition to

workmen, with a poorly equipped plant,
and everything about the business new,
and but littleunderstood by either em-
ployer or employes, resulted in the usual
amount of mistakes, spoiled work and
uneconomical methods, so that the prog-
ress made was slow. Mr. McFarland’s
ideas were also too far in advance for his

him a certain snmn for his interest, or
they would sell out to him on the =ame
terms,

Well, the result of it was: The meeting
was held and the offer to sell out to Mr.
McFarland, was, to the great sarprise of
his partners, promptly accepted, and in
less time than it takes to tell, the two

partners to whom he had surrendered a|circus men were in the places of the

large share of the company stock, to se-

others, as directors and stockholders of

idea of raising oranges under cover;
others, among whom were his close, per- ‘ received and there were others to come;
sonal friends, advised him to give up | but he did not despair; he determined to
the idea, as it was visionary, and he was|go ahead, anyway. He entered into cor-
raining his health; still he clung to itand : respondence with all the sewing machine
infected others with his enthusiasm. | companies in the country with a view to
Many a time his plans for the manufactuare 'securing machines on the instalment|
of his protecting apparatus scemed about | He was promptly told that scwingi

cure that unanimity necessary for success. | the company. This was on December 5,
The consequence was that it was de-?lS!m.

termined, on their part, to get control of | On that day, the first congignment of
the business by offering to bay out the.the McFarland tent manufactured under
| inventor, la patent by the McFarland Fruit Pro-
| tection company, was made to Mrs,

desperate | F, A, W. Shimer, of Deland.
|

the Making of the Mc-
Farland Tent.

Who bears the proud title of: ‘“‘Father

a9

of his country?
Not Columbus—although he is given

MAKING A SHIFT.

Things were assaming a

lan. =
- ghape for Mr. McFarland; but no one, to

IS TODAY.

credit for the discovery of America; not
Thomas Jefferson—although his hand
and brain framed the Declaration of In-
dependence; but George Washington,
because it was through his genins and
energy that the hopes of the nation ‘were
crystallized into form and a practical
method of protecting the liberties of the

ax was reached, some nnforeseen obstacle
would dash his hopes and indefinitely
postpone the realization of his dreams
Meantime, he was going further and
farther into debt, while endeavoring to
start his factory and to organize a compa-

to meet with suceess; bat just as the clim- |

machines for manufacturing purposes |

' were not sold in that way; nevertheless,

|
he kept at the machine commpanies, frank- W
e Kopt ’ - - | rope. when, incircus parlance, he made

v however, that he had no!
money,and the formation of the company
which he hoped to form was still in the |

ancertain future, ,

telling,

see or talk to him, would have suspected
it. He was considered at the end of his
one of those wonderinl
ot him out of present diflicnlties.

The date was set for a meecting at
which a proposition was to he made for

| number of trees were saved

THE FACTORY AN IT

Since the first tent was shipped to a

| purchaser, the reputation and demand

By e . 1. | for the McFarland tent has continued
<hifts.”! which »
Linerease,

to

Mr. Flagler, on whose property a large
from
loaned thousands of dollars to needy and

fre =L,

ny. Finally, the managers of the Standard | M . .
; ; i i - . . . 0 Mr. MeFarland to sell out, or buy out his ‘
people was established and maintained. Mr. MeFarland's ileas attracted the Sewing Machine company wrote him S ' AT ' worthy growers, in order that they might
It is upon the same theory that the title ) _ . , . . partners. The latter proposition was con- - ) -
. pon y attention of Mr. H -ury M. Flagler, who that his persistence was to them good | giqured ont of the question, as he had protect their groves.

of the * Father of Protection” is due to
be bestowed upon William H. McFar-
land.

True, he was not the originator of the
idea of protection; he is not even alone in
devising means for the protection of or-
ange trees from killing frosts; but it
was, unquestionably, his enthusiasm and
confidence in the citras industry in that
section of the Florida peninsula above
the frost line, that aroused the growers
from the lethargy of despair, and which
caused them to again take heart and be-
gin anew the effort to restore their groves;
and today, while there are many meth-
ods not saggested by him, which are be-
ing employed to prevent the Killing ef-
fects of low temperature, his method of
protecting trees is acknowledged by all as
practical, and is even endorsed by those
who have tried some other means of sal-
vation from frost.

The splendidly equipped factory of the
McFarland Fruit Protection company, at
Titusville, which is now ranning at its
fullest capacity in order to fill the orders
for tents and protecting material, which are
crowding upon the company, is a monu-

ment to the genius and steadfastness of

purpose of the *‘ Father of Protection.”
Its history, if told in detail, wou!d be a

eflvet
\\"‘.i(‘hil ]-rucli--:nl llw(hc||| of lnl'.n[r('[inn

immediatelv  saw  the  mmmense

would have on the frtanes of the people

them references of his good standing and |

proof of his sincerity and if he conld give

reputation among the business men of)|

sunk his last dollar in the cnterprise and
was hopelessly involved, besides.

Bat there was a way out,

lsawmill and wood-working

While the percentage plan has been
postponed, owing to the lack of sutficient
capital to go into it, cash orders have
constantly increased. The factory of the

' McFarland company 18 now one of the
' biggest things in the state of Florida, in
'the way of manufagturing enterprises; it

not only occupies the original depot of

the old Jacksonville, Tampa & Key West

railway, but 1t has also oceupied the pas-
senger offices, builtan immense addition
for a wood-working department, increas-
ed its horse-power, added a complete
plant, and
bult the building
the largest laundry plant in the state:
the number of double-stitehing machines

and installed in

has been increased, and the capacity for
Ctarning out

1l¢ 0Ilbl"|!

within two months; and vet the orders
ahead are inecreasing, instead of being
canght up with,

Within the past few weeks the factory

tents has  been

. has been thoroughly inspected and the

business of the company carefully scru-
tinized by a number of capitalists from
the north. The feasibility of undertak-
ing to protect on a large seale the orange
and grapefruit groves of Florida for a
term of vears has been carefally consid-
ered. The present eapacity of the factory,
while very large, will not permit of any
considerable amonnt of protection on the

revelation of the unswerving determina- percentage  basis being  attempted this
vear. There are too many eash orders

tion of the man and the tremendcus
difficulties under which he labored to
perfect his invention and organize a
company for its manuiacture. Obstacles,
which would have appalled ordinary
men, had no terrors for him. He determ-
ined that he would furnish protection to
the orange growers of Florida, and he is
now sueceeding in doing so.
THE INVENTOR AT WORK.
Beginning the very night of the freeze
of February, 1899, when all looked black
to the orange grower, Mr. McFarland
worked continuously through the spring
and summer to perfect a tent that wounld
protect the trees from the cold, and, at
the same time, be so constructed that it
could be handled with rapidity, made of
durable material and at a cost that would
render its general adoption feasible. e
labored night and day, seeming to take
no rest, and, in fact, his disregard of the
natural laws of physical endurance was

ahead and others coming in to make it
advisable to doanvithing in this
fore another vear

But it will be done, and as there is just
the same hability of a willing freeze this
vear as anv vear, all those who ean pro-
vide any kKind of protection, whether by
});lltki!.‘,_'_ “i", frul{%" ur h‘llllullltl_\ !‘\.]u:~
dients, carnestly  urged to protect
their groves,

The MeFarland company has sent ot
the ft)]'ln\\lll‘,,' letter, sivned l'_\' the presi-
dent of the company

“I have just returned from a four
weeks' lli§» north, the «'l'_it‘t'l of the [l‘ilp
wing to by and seeare eapital sutlicient
to protect groves on the pereentage plan.
Betore 1 left for the north | communica-
ted with a number of growers on the sub-
Joot and enconraged them to a certain ex-
tent o expect protection  this coming
winter upon the percentage plan. | be-
Heve that von are one among the number
SO CHCOUraa li.

line f}\'-

e

: I therelore hasten 1o en-
lighten vou as to the remalts of iy HegO-
tations north, 1. ¢ . I am quite -<'w:: L
that I have suceeeded in interesting capl-
tal to the extent of

securing  suflicient

=0 frequent that his friends were greatly ;.’;’,'“;7‘l to ";“".; ont l'“\ original wdea of
3 arnishing tents to the growe Lo conl

concerned, for fear he would (‘n“;llnsr. not aflord to pav ¢ ‘!J f '\'.' " \hl
i iy cash for them, the plan

Much time and money were spent in ex-
periments that promised much; but on
account of some unforeseen defect, had to
be discarded. Several times, after mak-
ing a tent that seemed to be all that was
required, Mr. McFarland would exhibit
it to an admiring crowd, who thought
it could not be excelled Even while he
was receiving the plandits of his neigh-
bors and friends, his keen eve discovered
some fatal error of construction or other
defect that would condemn it in his own
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IN TURNEI'S GROVE, DELAND, FI1

WRIDAL

belng for onr company to receive a per-
v«:nl.x;_'«- of his crop fora ¢ rain nmmmber
ol vears,

*As | sand belore, | believe that | Lhave
sceured capital to furnish such protection
but before this capital lutely a
sured it will necessitate a visit to the fae-
tory and an investigation as to the ¢
rectness of the statements | have set forth
by the parties who are to farnish the
llltil'lt“.\" lo carry out my plan.

“This,at the least, will take three weeks
and the scason now being so far advaree!

1= abs S

it would be impossible for me, even with
nnhmited capital at my disposal, to in

crease my factlities for turning ont tents

'mmd: and he would begin all over again. [of Florida. and especially along the east [ the town, and check for S100 to pay, in While she condiiion ol ties Casbln . ,
The time came, however, when he reme- | coust, where his interests mostly L i b dhin Bancinallad ' - . DALY Tin time 10 furmish tents  other tha Lthose
1 . tiv lay ¢ part, for the installation of the machines,  was fast approachiime a erisis, two  well- we already hia rd fi Ti = |
: . i 1 AVe arders for. weretlore

died all defects and was able to produce a
tent that seemed to answer all require-

was disposed 1o aid Mr. MceFarland in

his undertaking, and did o to a certain

the colnpany \‘.unld t'ulhltlt'l' thie matter

Known cireus managers were speeding on

feel it my daty to make the above state-
ment to all thos=e whom | have e (HIrdLr-

of sending them their way to Titasville—hy '
= - 2o @t nad . , . ‘ . @) sV Dolhy ntent on
ments: even this he has since greatly | vt S T T . . . " ' . .
1 l ) Bl A extent. lg“ <ltehit ‘”.l viven hiim at the lll'h', the * perve’ and ‘_4”““‘] Hh'l.l"t[\ 1“”;:‘“‘4 \ll \l I.‘“ - -i aitt of \\}; it .(.J o (-k[&-q-l l)l'c)lhq-(ll'li On l'u- pereentage
¥ l . . - ) - - ’ - . p- - oy i i =8
mproved up n. time. which enabled the inventor to tiake | of this undaunted man served him well seemed to them © v | e I‘ldll‘l'l!, Winkter, ,\Hi:-u{;}. I believe the
- - 2 . ‘ ! ' . ity i) i . Ihsky - i i* . 4 s
When Mr. McFarland made up his|he first steps toward erecting a plant Instead of ’ : hostled | botl ot heme, " and '\[. Farland tents to be the only practica-
. . - . - = e & ¢ ; ' Istead 0 despairing, s HIsLien oth ready to offer himsa princel v alary ble method ‘11 V ™
' wwhoot a svete : - ) . na pri Vosalary e methiod of protection on the me "
mind to ‘"““t_a"d perfect a system of | wyue supplemented by an offer to put in a ! aronnd, got the 100, and sent it to the  to wo with their eoms any. They e nl '] at the same tinlu- I helie \'«' tll at x{"ml[i'; ;
o . 3 JITY > as ak v e . ) e e s . ’ ) e I A *ven Mt . . ’ b > L all . s
protection to citrus trees, he was taking| certain sum of 1 Hey o Ina compan S company in the form of a certified check. ' against each other in their pre 1 off of protection are, to a certain extent
- * . . = - s 8 i - : o . AN P i 18 I 1 i 1 Hvsedl o e oun - ’ - ‘e . L] 9N
his annual, winter vacation at his .ldnplvd provided, the citizens of Titasville took In a few ' with S1.200 wortl £\ bt Y : . vl “I o mood. Therefore I wonld advise k
: » ™ ; - o e W AT TNy - Ly LR O " they were HHKe the sinners  1ae R pi i ol
home in Titusvy ille; his business, that of stock to an amount one-third of that  sew ne machines set up in hi facton ¢ ' Tl ; oo, We f“"" iring, sheds, boxes, Yerneerin
. - e . = B y . . s e =t = a0 camie 1o =¢oll, DOt remnciine 1o rav.”’ home-made tents, act any 1 o Bt
a circus manager, was one In which he l”"’l“"‘“l b.\. Mr. Flagler. Mr. MeFuriand Mr. McFarland began work I'l r¢i= 1 . !l" , J that one’ | : K '\}“’ l:l“‘ l'\ e
X - _ ) ) ) A _ ) ¢ 3 driand bHegs OFK. he cirens men were given the elad hane ¢ e = pocket-hook  will allow i to
commanded the highest salary. As the|had, by that time, gota plant togethr, Meanwhile, although the means were by their old-tin i \ I ; pectre. A great many are usitg squag
= < - : . [ . < ‘ ) ) : -~ . . )Y ] 1T 2 &) * (i diles, Wi “_.,““ 0 ) ) A | |4 AL t*
time approac hed for him to go upon the |and, save for the purchase of sewing ma- | lacking to condaet the business on  the anfold the immen bilit {  hi 0TS, N Muare  frames covered with
: s . . ’ . . ‘ oid thie | fhet=e MI==1Otliliess ¢, s " Qs P o . q e
road, although he was without funds and | chines, was ready for business and had plan desired or considered indispensible s ¢ ¢ I I T 'l;”."". ]’f, you contemplate nsing any-
. = = N ) : ! s tiFpens=ibie  schete ol protection ey were charn - ung in this hoe, I wonld be 1l ! ¢
dependent upon his ."illlll) for a Il\lllg orders ahead to the amount f several . 5 Pack ) - b Ry Al L W pleased to
I I ’ of several by Mr. McFarland, a company was ed, captivated and carried away with the “VZ2est practicable ideas for constructing

he can.celcd his comra?ts an.d lllf\dt‘ up | thousands of dollars. | formied and the utility of the tents re- | idéa. Thev informed Mr MeFariand tha the same. 1 have several mwethods thar
his mind to devote his entire time to The Board of Trade, of Titusyille, met | ceived every test before numerous groups  they | .“'. ed he had | S ‘At are far superior to any that have thins 1:;,-
the restoration of the lost orange indus- | for the purpose of considering the matter of orange :l'.!““‘h that conld be ”l:l‘“ 1”~‘ l.l_l l)l- _,( '\u ;n Ix\.\n .1. yonanza ;u:’al been n-}(-.l in that line. I ofler thies
try in the state of Florida. He saw, with |and it was unanimously voted that the x the ulv-cn&- of killing frost H- . iy et o il . g upon .}“" s peel ONS to you in the canse of protec-

y . g : 3 : g u asl; i€ Colise- | person, but wounld KO away, regretting ton. I do not expect, 1 fact | wonld
prophetic eye, the future prosperity of |opening of the factory here would be 4| quence was that orders hurried in faster that they conld not secare his valuable not accept, any remuneration for any

the state, if practical protection could be
secured; and he also saw that the ma-
jority of the orange growers, however
anxious they might be to protect their
groves, would be unable, on account of
the loss of their trees and crops by a suc-
cession of freezes, to make the necessary

good thi}:.
spoke of gge best way to organize, and it
issued o amount of $2,500 at ten per
cent. inghgst, payable annually, and
that suc@48tock, in order to get the ready
money, Should be. sold to the village cap-

Several prominent citizens |
.1‘ Mr. .\l('l‘iall‘l.‘llltl \
was final® ‘decided that stock should be

l

l

than the company was ready to fill them.
associated with sev-

eral others, who, 1&e himself, were ignor-
ant of the dcta:’
tents, and who

method of treatir

| Sy

of manufacturing the |
w nothing about the -
the cloth—a process |

-

1Ce
“No,” said Mr McFarland, “I have
‘H!ln‘llxin_' to pr e,

He then told t
how he was liks

wof his predicament
out
deprived of the

‘, i'\"'.\qllc\'m"iu
Uf ”n' company

sugeestions | mav offer, but
It a pleasure to answer any
mav ask upon the subject.

“1 will close by saving | am satistied
that you may feel safe 1n exXpecting nl“"
company to furnish a large :mm?w!‘nf
tents next season upon the percentage
plan. -

Wolld deem

'['h“-(i'»:n you

“Yours truly,

i : 2 : - = with which Mr. 3 ' ‘arland was very fa- | prospective I‘r«-m HS OWNn  genius, 3
outlay for tents; it then occurred to him nahst.gq-ItLSSU per share of $100 face value, | miliar. | There was to be a 2 of the stock.| < me “W. H. McFariaxn
that a system could be inaugurated with fc)e e . Mr. McFarland, as manager! The breaking ijeXf a lot of “raw” |holders that nigh r“,u_c 0 offer tiuul{‘t(';x;.ll;-?;‘f\- McFarland Fruit Protee-
M. ) . = . A
fice at Mrs. J. D. Craob . wnteed, \



